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Figure P-2. A conceptual dagram of the evolution of column ozone between 60°N and 60°S between
1960 and 2100 (the x-axis i3 not 1 scale) adapted from Fig. 6.1 in the 2006 Assessment. The observa.
tions are dscussed in Chapter 2. The thick red ine is a representation of the ozone amounts cboerved 1o
date and projected for the futwre. The red-shaded region represents the model results predicted for the
future. The Montreal Protocol 1980 ozone level benchmark is shown as the hoczontal ine. The dashed
thick gray Ine repeesents the somewhat uncertain 1960 levels. The theee recovery stages ace shown by
green dashed elipses.
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Development 1992 Principle 15
United Nations (UN)

In arder to protect the environment, the
precautionary approach shall be widely applied
by States according to their capabilities. Where
there are threats of serious or irreversible
damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not
be used as a reason for postponing cost-
effective measures to prevent environmental
degradation.
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“Noting also that where there is a threat
of significant reduction or loss of biological
diversity, lack of full scientific certainty
should not be used as a reason for
postponing measures to avoid or minimize
such a threat,
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“Where there are threats of serious orir-reversible
damage, lack of full scientific certainty
should not be used as a reason for
postponing such measures, takinginto
account that policies and measures to deal with

climate change should be cost-effective so as to
ensure global benefits at the lowest possible cost.
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